FEATURES

9

The crested caracara -
Florida’s unique falcon
By Jack Rogers

and James Dwyer

Caracaras often feed alongside
vultures in areas of Florida

18

Answering

the call of the wild
By Sandy Beck

Wildlife gets a second chance
from groups of rehabilitators

23

Shorebirds...

just passing through
By Thomas <J. Dunkerton

Florida plays host to shorebirds
during their fall migration

27
Snook in transition
By Capt. Fred Everson

In the Fall, snook are spread out
across the flats of Tampa Bay

31

| just want to be outside
By Betsy S. Franz

Sometimes it’s hard
to stay inside and write

35

Florida’s venomous shakes
By FWC staff

Facts and identification chart of
Florida’s venomous snakes

Cover photograph:

An American oystercatcher
probes the surf in search
of crustaceans.

By Jack Rogers

SY3O04 MOVr

NOSY3AT d3d4 "LdVO

DEPARTMENTS

Director's Message .....ccccceeeeueene 6
Global climate change poses challenges

[N BOX et 8
Letters from Florida Wildlife readers
News & NOtes.....coocevrerrerneeenne. 12
Wildlife and outdoor recreation news
SPECIES wovvirieeeeeee e 22

Gulf sturgeon in the Suwannee River love
to jump

Field NOteS ....cooeveeeerceeeeeee 26
FWC law enforcement officers face

daily challenges

Ask the FWC .....coeereeieeeeeeee 30
FWC experts answer readers’ questions
Fishin’ Follies.....cccccvevnriennnnen. 34

Two fishermen encounter difficulties on the
way to the fishin’ hole

Wildlife Crime ......ccocceeverienieenns 39
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agents
hunt for Internet wildlife criminals

Viewing Nature .....ccccceceeeeeneenn. 46
Essential items for outdoor repairs
Raconteur .....ccccveeeeeeceerreeee 56

Two young friends become the kings of the
snake hunters

FWC Update.....ccocoevreieeeninnnnn. 60
News from the Commission

Wildlife Watch.....ccccveeeeeeeienees 68
Wildlife happenings around the state
Calendar ....coocceeevevrvensseeeseennns 69
Events around the state

Destinations ......cccceeveeeeenenneen. 70

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge hosts
hordes of migrating monarchs

September/October 2007 | FLORIDAWILDLIFE | 3

NOLYIUNNA T SYINOHL

ZNYY4 'S AS13d



Contents continued

40

Wildlife management areas
offer accessible features
By Liz Sparks
Mobility-impaired visitors have
access to outdoor recreation

42
John Nelson Harris
By Andy Lindstrom

This self-taught artist displays
a wide range of talents

47
Going home
By Robert J. La Follette

Mackenzie, the loggerhead sea
turtle, is returned to the sea

50

Remembering my father’s
homemade houseboat
By Michael Wisenbaker

Times spent on the houseboat
provide fond memories

52
Florida birding 101
By Mark Kiser

Florida is a hot spot for both
avid birders and novices

58

You don’t need a rifle to hunt
By Tony Young

Bryan Dill has been bowhunting
for more than 21 years

63

Deer versus auto
By Lazaro Aleman

Finding ways to reduce
wildlife/vehicle collisions

66

Upland Ecosystem
Restoration Project
By Rose Rodriguez

Restoring habitats for bobwhites
and other grassland species

Volume 60

Issue 5

Wildlife

CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE OF HUNTING, FISHING AND NATURE-BASED RECREATION

Published by the Florida Fish and Wildlife

C vation Cc i
Our mission: Managing fish and wildlife resources for their
long-term well-being and the benefit of people.

FWC Administration

Kenneth D. Haddad, Executive Director
Victor J. Heller, Assistant Executive Director
Karen Ventimiglia, Deputy Chief of Staff

FWC Commissioners
Rodney Barreto, Chairman
Kathy Barco

Ronald M. Bergeron
Richard A. Corbett
Dwight Stephenson
Kenneth W. Wright

Brian S. Yablonski

Florida Wildlife Magazine Advisory Council
Roger Chapin, Chairman

Lane Stephens, Vice Chairman

Dennis Lyons

Dick Monroe

Lisa Neal

Florida Wildlife (ISSN 0015-4369) is published bimonthly

by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
Materials in Florida Wildlife include copyrighted materials
that are the property of individual contributors. Written
permission to use the publisher’s materials will be granted by
the editor for noncommercial, public informational purposes.
Manuscripts, photographs and other submissions are received
only with the understanding that the publisher assumes no
responsibility for any loss or damage. Contributors should
visit Florida Wildlife’s Web site or write the editorial office for
guidelines before sending materials.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Florida Wildlife Magazine, P.0. Box 6150,
Tallahassee, FL 32314-6150.

Single copy price $4. Subscription rate for

one year is $19.95 (6 issues), two years $39.95, three years $59.95.
To subscribe, write

Florida Wildlife, P.0. Box 6150, Tallahassee, FL 32314-6150.

For subscription orders, please call 1-866-967-5600.

Florida Wildlife Magazine accepts limited paid advertising. The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall have

the right to approve all elements of any advertising placed in the
magazine, including the form and content. (Subsection (2) of section
372.0222, Florida Statutes) The inclusion of advertising does not
constitute an endorsement by the State of Florida, the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission or Florida Wildlife Magazine
of the products or services so advertised.

Mention of a product, service or technique in Florida Wildlife
Magazine does not constitute endorsement by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission.

This agency and the Department of Interior prohibit discrimination
by race, color, nationality, age, sex or handicap. If you believe you
have been discriminated against in any program, activity or facility of
this agency, write to: Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee,
FL 32399-1600, or to: Office of Human Relations, USFWS,
Department of Interior, Washington, DC 20240.

2

35N0D * FLOR,

>

4 | FLORIDAWILDLIFE | September/October 2007

Florida Wildlife Staff

Kelly Broderick, Editor-in-Chief

Henry Cabbage, Senior Editor

Tony Young, Contributing Editor

Tim Donovan, Tim Lewis, Photographers
John Papesca, Graphic Artist

Florida Wildlife Administration
Sharon Lobello, Publisher

Kent Whittington, Marketing Director
Tina Jackson, Staff Assistant

Steve Lewis, Circulation

Editorial Office

2574 Seagate Drive, Suite 101,
Tallahassee, FL, 32301-8974

(850) 488-8984, (850) 488-8974
FloridaWildlifeMagazine@MyFWC.com

Printed by Drummond Press, Jacksonville, Fla.

Contributors

Lazaro Aleman, writer/photographer
Sandy Beck, writer/photographer

Henry Cabbage, FWC

Brian Dill, photographer

Lisa Dill, photographer

Dan Dobbins, FWC

Tim Donovan, FWC

James Dwyer, writer

Thomas J. Dunkerton, writer/photographer
Marc Epstein, photographer/Visuals Unlimited
Capt. Fred Everson, writer/photographer
Betsy S. Franz, writer/photographer
Robert J. La Follette, writer/photographer
John Nelson Harris, artist

Jon Johnson, photographer

Mark Kiser, FWC

Selena Kiser, photographer

Andy Lindstrom, writer

Hugh McArthur, FWC

Mark McConnell, photographer

David Moynahan, FWC

John Papesca, FWC

Karen Parker, FWC

Rose Rodriguez, writer

Jack Rogers, writer/photographer

Andy Sabol, writer

Kevin Sargent, photographer/Moving Waters
Photography

Malcolm Schuyl, photographer/Alamy
Dusan Smetana, photographer/Windigo Images
Liz Sparks, FWC

Kevin Thomas, illustrator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Johnny Villaronga, photographer

Lizabeth West, FWC

Josh Wickham, photographer/IFAS

Helen Williams, photographer

Michael Wisenbaker, writer/photographer
Vance Wisenbaker, Jr., photographer
Tony Young, FWC

Robert Zappalorti, photographer/Nature’s Film &
Photo Images

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission



