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Florida Wildlife Magazine Facts
• Precursors to Florida Wildlife include Florida Woods 

and Waters (1929-1931), Monthly News Bulletin (1931-
1932), The Florida Conservator (1934-1935), Outdoor 
Florida (1936) and Florida Game and Fish (1940-1942).

• After 56 years of publication, Florida Wildlife ceased 
publication with the November/December 2003 issue, 
due to legislative budget cuts.

• Florida Wildlife resumed publication with the 
April 2005 issue .

•	 The	first	editor	was	William	W.	Weeks,	followed	by	Bill	
Snyder,	Jack	Grant,	Gene	Gruber,	William	W.	Perry,	
Raymond	Royster,	Robert	A.	Dahne,	Bill	Hansen,	Gene	
Smith,	Morrie	Naggiar,	John	Waters	Jr.,	Andrea	Blount,	
Dick	Sublette	and	Kelly	Broderick.

•	 Art	editors	were	Wallace	Hughes,	John	Roberge	and	
Lizabeth West.

• In the early 1950s, paid advertising was accepted but 
was discontinued by 1955 .

• The magazine was a monthly from 1947 to July 1976, 
when it moved to the current bimonthly publication 
schedule.

•	 The	first	multi-color	cover	appeared	in	1952.
•	 Color	photography	was	first	used	on	the	cover	with	the	

December 1953 edition.
•	 May	of	1976	saw	the	first	four-color	photographs	

published on the inside pages.
• In 1994, Florida Wildlife moved to an all-color format.
• Florida Wildlife was initially distributed free of charge 

but began charging 10 cents a copy or $1 per year in 
September of 1949.

• Articles, illustrations and photographs are submitted by 
FWC employees, freelancers and readers.

60
Florida Wildlife made its debut

In	June	of	1947	the	Florida	Game	and	Fresh	Water	
Fish Commission created Florida Wildlife Magazine 
as an education tool to “acquaint and educate the 
public about the many problems connected with 
the	immense	task	of	conserving	a	natural	heritage	
for all future generations.”

years ago

Visit FloridaWildlifeMagazine.com to view these and other archived stories in their entirety. 
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